Opportunities--and challenges--in the surgical subspecialties.
The visionary physicians who brought physician assistants (PAs) into the surgical suite saw that these professionals were well suited to collaborate with surgeons, who were facing the dual challenges of rapidly developing surgical technology and the need to manage costs. Two significant factors that will shape the future for surgical PAs are the downsizing of the surgical physician workforce and recent mandates limiting the hours that surgical residents are permitted to work.